The Bridge Illustration

Helpful Tips:

· Possible Lead ins for showing Bridge:  

· For Catholics—Do you know for certain that you will go to Heaven?  Would you like to know for sure?

· Bold question—If you were to die today, do you know where you would go?
· Friendship—Would you like to know how you can have a true friendship with God?

· Let the unbeliever/seeker read verses aloud (they will pay attention)

· Verses in bold; answers in red; your questions & explanations in italics
God’s Purpose:

· Do you know that God has a purpose for your life?  Have them read 

· John 10:10 (Abundant life—life marked by peace and joy)

· John 3:16 (Eternal life—after we die, we go on living w/ God in Heaven)

· Isn’t it interesting, that despite the fact that God wants us to have “abundant” lives here on earth, so many people are experiencing problems and a lack of peace?  

Our Problem:

· There’s a reason why people are generally experiencing a lack of peace and joy.  Remember the story of Adam/Eve?  God designed them to have friendship/fellowship with Him.  Remember how God told them not to eat the fruit but they disobeyed anyway?  That one act of disobedience was “sin” and that’s how sin entered the world.  That’s why we have man on one cliff and God on the other—broken friendship

· Read Rom 3:23.  What does it say about all of us? (sinned).  Optional:  Remember the 10 commandments?  Have you broken any of those at least 1x?

· Rom 6:23.  Wages are  the payment we get from the work we do.  What payment do we earn from sinning?  (death).  Spiritual death is separation from God (in this life and eternity)

· Hebrews  9:27.  What does death bring? (judgment) If we die as sinners, we have to face God as Judge.  (Example:  if we commit a crime, we have to face an earthly judge)

· All of this results in Eternal Death—separated from God in this life and in eternity.

God’s Remedy:

· Because God designed people to have friendship with Him, we try to find ways on our own to reach God.  Can you think of ways people try to reach God on their own terms?  (draw half way bridges to other side and label them as they share.  Eg. Going to church, doing good, giving $)

· Read Eph 2:8,9.  What does this verse say about salvation? (saved by grace, gift of God; not saved by works so we can’t boast)

· Fortunately, God provided His own Solution to our Problem.  Read Rom 5:8.  How did God demonstrate his love for us while we were still in sin?   (draw cross as bridge—Jesus Christ).  Jesus took our punishment for sin, dying on the cross for us.  God provided a way for us to restore our broken relationship w/ God.

· If time you can read I Pet 3:18—Jesus brings us over to God!

Our Response

· Even though we have sinned against God and have a broken relationship with Him, God is offering the Gift of friendship through His son, Jesus Christ.  You have the choice to receive or reject God’s gift of salvation thru JC.  

· Read John 1:12 and/or Romans 10:9,10.  If we want to receive God’s gift, what do we need to do?

· If we believe and receive, what are the Results?  Read John 5:24 (Eternal Life, No Judgment, cross from death to life!)  Look at the contrast!

· Your personal response:

· Do you understand this?  Any questions?

· Where would you place yourself on this diagram?

· Would you like to be restored in genuine friendship w/ God thru JC today?  If so, it’s as simple as A-B-C!

· A:  Admit that you have sinned against God, disobeyed him

· B:  Believe that Jesus is God’s Son, that He took your penalty for sin on the cross, died, and  was resurrected the 3rd day.  

· C:  Confess or agree that you want to receive God’s gift of salvation and friendship thru JC!

· Encourage person to pray and talk to God—can use the simple ABC approach.  Pray for them after.  Or they can repeat a prayer after you.

· After they receive Christ:

· Encourage them!  Welcome them into God’s family.  They now have God’s Holy Spirit living in them to guide and counsel them.  

· Give them a new believer’s packet and take necessary info.

